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R25 Research Education
5 years, $1.35M
Any area of NIH basic or medical research
Funding Opportunity Announcement: PAR-20-153 (ended)
Next receipt date May 2023 (est.)



The Imaginarium
Science Discovery Center
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The Imaginarium
Science Discovery Center
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NIH Science Education Partnership Award (SEPA) 
funding to ASTC members

Duration 1991 – 2021
ASTC Members Funded 51
Estimated total funding $66M

SEPA-funded museum projects, listed on the SEPA website, 
https://nihsepa.org/

https://nihsepa.org/


NIH: Museums and Libraries
NIH's mission is to seek fundamental knowledge about the 
nature and behavior of living systems and the application of 
that knowledge to enhance health, lengthen life, and reduce 
illness and disability.

SEPA ISE topics may include:
– Any area of NIH-supported basic and medical areas
– After school science activities
– Community health literacy
– Citizen science 
– Bio-tinkering and maker movement
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National Institute of General Medical Sciences

National Institutes of Health (NIH) Bethesda, Maryland
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FY21 Budget = $43B

NCATS
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FY21 Budget = $43B

NCATS

Science Center/Museum Funding
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https://www.imls.gov/

https://www.imls.gov/
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https://www.imls.gov/

$155K per award

https://www.imls.gov/


The Imaginarium
Science Discovery Center
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NIH Science Education Partnership Award (SEPA) 
funding to ASTC members

Duration 1991 – 2021
ASTC Members Funded 51
Estimated total funding $66M

SEPA-funded museum projects, listed on the SEPA website, 
https://nihsepa.org/ $1.30M per award

https://nihsepa.org/


https://nihsepa.org/
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https://nihsepa.org/


The Zoo in You: Exploring the Human Microbiome
Oregon Museum of Science and Industry
https://omsi.edu/exhibitions/zoo-in-you/

PI: 
Vicki 
Coats
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https://omsi.edu/exhibitions/zoo-in-you/


PI: 
Vicki 
Coats
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SEPA #1 (2002-2007)

Genetics: Technology  
with a Twist 

 Built a permanent exhibition 

 Established a program to bring 
Stanford graduate student 
volunteers to the museum

 Created an understanding genetics 
website

PI: 
Rachel

Hellenga
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SEPA #2 (2017-present)

Biohealth Learning 
Lab and Makerspace 
for the Community 

 Activate and test a museum a 
bio-makerspace

 Develop and evaluate a cohort 
of novel hands-on experiences

 Create resources for replication

PI: 
Anja

Scholtz
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Microscope Imaging Station 
http://www.exploratorium.edu/imaging-station/
2000 - 2005

PI: 
Charlie 
Carlson
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PI: 
Charlie 
Carlson

19

Microscope Imaging Station 
http://www.exploratorium.edu/imaging-station/
2000 – 2005                       2022

http://www.exploratorium.edu/imaging-station/


Range of SEPA-Funded ISE 
The Phenomenal Genome
Exploratorium, San Francisco CA
2019

The Exploratorium Digital Teaching Box Project: A Professional Development Tool
Exploratorium, San Francisco CA
2014 

Preventable Differences: Exploring Public Health Careers with Black and Latino 
Youth
New York Hall of Science, Flushing Meadows-Corona Park NY
2021 

Transmission: Astonishing Tales of Human-Animal Diseases
New York Hall of Science, Flushing Meadows-Corona Park NY
2016 

Other SEPA projects in 2000, 2008 

National Traveling AIDS Exhibit and Education Program
New York Hall of Science, Flushing Meadows-Corona Park NY
1991



Science Café – Public Outreach

21

Human Health Biodiversity and 
Microbial Ecology: Strategies to 
Educate

American Museum of Natural 
History, New York NY

2014 



Science Pub – Public Outreach
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Human Health Biodiversity and 
Microbial Ecology: Strategies to 
Educate

American Museum of Natural 
History, New York NY

2014 

Other OMSI Pub Forum topics:
• Epigenetics
• Stem Cells



FY21 Budget = $43B

NCATS
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NIH – Scientific Experts
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The Office of Communications and Public 
Liaison (OCPL) oversees communications 
on NIH programs and activities to the 
public, the media, and stakeholder 
communities. 

OCPL coordinates its activities with 
communication offices in the NIH’s 27 
Institutes and Centers.

https://www.nih.gov/institutes-nih/nih-office-director/office-communications-public-
liaison#:~:text=The%20Office%20of%20Communications%20and,NIH's%2027%20Institutes%20and%2
0Centers.

https://www.nih.gov/institutes-nih/nih-office-director/office-communications-public-liaison#:%7E:text=The%20Office%20of%20Communications%20and,NIH's%2027%20Institutes%20and%20Centers


SEPA Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA)

PAR-20-153
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Five Years 
$1.35M 

https://w
w

w
.dream

stim
e.com

/stock-photo-cornucopia-gold-cash-coins-currency-
spilling-out-im

age42959063

https://www.dreamstime.com/stock-photo-cornucopia-gold-cash-coins-currency-spilling-out-image42959063
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